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The Kibitzer 
Newsletter for Duplicate Bridge Players 

ACBL Unit 360                Summer, 2022 

President’s Message 
We have had a couple of busy months at Unit 360 with 
the 299’er Sectional and the Spring Sectional being held 
at the Colorado Springs Bridge Center. The tournaments 
went very well, thanks to many people.  

In April a few of us took a road trip and traveled to 
Pueblo to play at the Pueblo Bridge at the Elk’s club. It 
was fun to meet the players in Pueblo. We will need to 
do this again. 

In May a number of Unit 360 members attended the 
Denver Regional where Joy Brown, Debra Kirkendall, 
and Murlene Williams became Life Masters.  Also, the 
team of Howard and Sally Donaldson, Bob Wagstaff, 
and Mark Bishop placed first in the District 17 GNT 
Strat C tournament in Denver and qualified to represent 
the District at the ACBL GNT Championship in July!!  

We have more events to look forward to in 2022. The 
Longest Day event on June 22nd, The Summer Fling on 
July 16th and the Colorado Springs Fall Sectional 
Tournament Sept 8-11. We are also considering 
participating in the Front Range Challenge. More details 
on these events to follow.  

See you at the bridge table.                               Bud Raabe  

 

Achievements: 
Junior Master (5 pts): 
Claudia Lee 
 
Club Master (20 pts): 
Amy Blixt 
Lester Maxfield 
Theresa Maxfield 
 
Sectional Master (50 pts): 
Danuta Brown 
Lauren Conlon 
Rick Gardner 
Cynthia Rose 
Bob Wagstaff 

Life Master: 
Joy Brown 
Debra Kirkendall 
Helen Kosley 
Sharon White 
Murlene Williams 

Bronze Life Master (500 pts): 
Lee Brown 
Helen Kosley 
Sharon White 

Ruby Life Master (1,500 pts): 
Bob Somppi 
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Join the Fight on the Longest Day! 
SUPPORT THE ALZEIMER’S ASSOCIATION 

 
WHEN:  Wednesday June 22, 2022 
 
SCHEDULE:     9:00 am Open Pairs.        Light Breakfast 
 
   12:30 pm Open Pairs & 299 game     Lunch 
 
     6:00 pm Open Pairs         Lots of yummies! 
 
Please sign up if you are coming, so we can plan enough food for everyone.  
Donations are needed for the raffles. Bring to the Bridge Center asap! Donations of cookies and 
desserts the day of event are also needed! Also help with food service the day of event!  Please call 
or text Shari Carnelli if you will help or have questions.  Thank you for your support. 
 
 

Hospitality Harbor 
  

There’s been a whole lot of Hospitality going on in Unit 360! 

 Food has returned! 
 We hosted a Sectional in our Bridge Center where many members won valuable Silver Points. 
 Unit 360 members have gone to Senior Centers to introduce bridge to interested seniors. 
 The Saturday 6pm Mentor games are growing in popularity, especially the First Saturday of the 

month’s Pot Luck dinner. 
 The “Find-a-Partner” program has begun. 
 The Mentorship Program has placed several Mentees with their Mentors. 

Originally, we suggested Mentors should have 1,000 or more master points.  Several players with 
500-1,000 master points requested they be Mentors.  We love the idea, so effective immediately, 360 
Unit Members with 500 or more master points can become Mentors!  The rest of the Mentorship 
guidelines remain in place.  Please refer to these guidelines which were emailed to you around April 
1st, or find them on the Unit 360 website. 
 
Bring-a-puzzle, take a puzzle:  In the small room between the back door and our Bridge Center’s 
playing room, there is a bookcase with jigsaw puzzles.  Please put a puzzle on the bookcase, then 
take a puzzle home.  You could also take a book home, no need to return the book! 
 
Please continue giving us ideas to help Unit 360 be even more Hospitable!  (One fun idea is a 
Summer Fling BBQ and bridge session to take place in July.  More information to follow). 
 
         -Dave Loring 
 

REMINDER 

The Board of Directors wants to remind players not to bring unwrapped chips, nuts, candy, or popcorn that is 
grabbed by hands from bowls or other open containers to the Bridge Center. Individually packaged food is 
okay.  This is for both hygienic reasons and to keep the Bridge Center clean and free of mice.  Thank you. 
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Goodwill Ambassador Charles Lewis 

 If you want a real-life example of the fact that playing 
bridge is good for the brain, look no further than Charles Lewis, 
who was recently awarded a District 17 Goodwill Ambassador 
award (presented in the picture by D17 Representative Bill 
Curtis).  Charles spends a lot of time at the Bridge Center, and he 
is always a willing partner when one is needed.  But be prepared; 
he may start telling you the details of a bridge hand he played in 
the 1950’s, 60’s, 70’s or 80’s.  (I cannot even always remember 
bridge hands I played 20 minutes ago!) 

 Charles was born in Minot, North Dakota in 1929.  His 
family moved to Granville, N.D. when he was in fourth grade, and he graduated from high school there.  He 
enlisted in the Navy and graduated from the Naval Academy where he was on the cross country team and in 
the chess club.  He was commissioned in the Air Force and became a pilot.  In Viet Nam he flew an F-4 
bomber, and had one of his most exciting episodes in 1968 when his plane blew up and he was ejected at 
15,000 feet.  He has written about the experience: 

 “I passed through a small layer of clouds and when I came out the bottom, I estimated 
that I had about 1000 feet to the ground.  I looked around and all I could see was hills & jungle; 
there were no clearing and no roads.  I put my feet & legs together & got ready for landing.  I 
started crashing through the trees and then was stopped; my parachute was caught in the 
branches.  I estimated that it was about 15 to 20 minutes from ejection to landing. . . I surveyed 
my situation.  I estimated that I was about 150 feet above the ground.  .  . So there I was, 
hanging in a parachute harness over a hundred feet above the ground and I could hardly move. 
. . “  

Charles finally worked his way down to the ground from this precarious position and made his way up a hill to 
a clearing where he was rescued.  (Ask Charles to give you a copy of the rest of his chronicle of this adventure.  
He will be happy to share it with you.) 

Charles was in the Air Force 20 years.  After Viet Nam, he was a mathematician and computer programmer in 
the space defense system.  He wrote the first version of the errant missile computer program to calculate the 
latitude and longitude of missiles that went off course.   

Charles was married 64 years, and being a father and grandfather to his 5 children and 6 grandchildren is the 
thing he is proudest of.  He is a Mason, a member of Ascension Lutheran Church, and was a Boy Scout leader 
for over 50 years.   

Charles started playing bridge in 1940, learning from his parents.  He played his first duplicate game in 1948.  
He earned his first 2/10 of a master point in 1951.  He was a game director in 1965 and 1966, but was unable 
to get re-certified as a director when his two-year certification expired because he was in Viet Nam. 

If you haven’t had the pleasure of talking with Charles, make it a point to do so.  You don’t get an opportunity 
to meet a war hero with hair-raising stories like his every day.  We are lucky to have Charles in Unit 360.  
        

--Kay Brock 
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Questions About the Chain Gate to the Back Parking Lot? 

 
The Bridge Center has spent quite a lot of money having trash, limbs, broken furniture and a 
variety of things that homeless and other inconsiderate people have dumped in the back 
parking area behind the building.  We decided it would be cheaper to block the parking off in 
that area, and lock it with a combination lock.  Because of the combination lock, our members 
can still park above if desired.    
 
So, if you are interested in parking above the building during a game, please see me and I will 
give you instructions on how to open the gate.  This is a very heavy chain and it takes a strong 
person to close it back up.  Call me at 719-229-2222 or see me during one of the games (I 
usually play on Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays) and I will make arrangements 
to teach you how to use the lock.  Thanks.   
 
Sara Lynn Thomas, Building Manager 

 

Unit 360 Spring Sectional 

   April 21st - 24th 

The Spring Sectional was a big success.  There were 153 players and 162 
tables as compared to the 2019 Sectional which had 209 players and 209 
tables. 
 
Total Masterpoints: 746.44 earned by 153 players. 
 
Top Masterpoint Winner: 29.41 – Mike Hellman 
 
Many thanks go to: Bonnie Bagley, Sectional Tournament Chair 
    Kay Brock, Reservations 
    Karen Campbell, Partnership Chair 
    Dawn Neeley – Kitchen Supervisor 
    Maureen Tuttle, Hospitality Chair 
    Bud Raabe – Security Officer 
    Jeff Rapp - Supplies 
    John Oschner – Set-up and Take-down 
    Theresa Venhuis – Director 
    Tyler Blixt– Caddie 
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Spring Sectional Winners 
 

 
Thursday Stratified Swiss A:  Mel 
Levine, Margie Schrader, Bill 
Curtis, Bonnie Bagley 
 

 
Thursday Stratified Swiss B: 
Donald Hixson, Virginia Hixson, 
Karen Campbell, John Hurwitz (not 
pictured) 
 

  
Thursday Stratified Swiss C: 
Jodi Wyss, Jim Wyss, Robin 
Spaulding, Fred Cannon 
 

  
Friday morning 299 pairs D, E: 
Linda Hayden (Salida, CO), Phyllis 
Miley (Howard, CO) 

 

 
Friday morning 299 pairs F: 
Kathy Nimz, Danuta Brown 
 

 
Friday afternoon 299 pairs D, E, F: 
Rick Gardner, Kay Brock 
 

 
Saturday afternoon 299 pairs D, E, 
F:  Maureen Tuttle, Kathy Nimz 
 

  
Saturday afternoon 299 pairs D, E, 
F:  Mark Bishop, Bob Wagstaff 
 

 
Saturday Open Pairs:  Cara-Lynn 
Lappen, Wayne Rosenberger 
(Durango, CO) 
 

 
Sunday bracketed Swiss I (1/2): Bill 
Curtis, Joe Luk, Kim Caley, Michael 
Hellman 
 

 
Sunday bracketed Swiss II: 
Ed Texel, Dorothy Hyden, Nancy 
Teel, Fred Cannon 
 
Not pictured:  Friday open pairs A, 
B, C:  Michael Hellman, Sanjiv 
Damle; Saturday open Pairs C:  
Linda Peterson (Denver, CO), 
Judith Repp (Evergreen, CO); 
Sunday Swiss bracket I (1/2): 
Donald Boyarsky, Margaret 
Devere (Denver , CO), Andrea 
Johnson (Longmont, CO), Marie 
Smerjac (Castle Rock, CO) 
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(Once I had my Directors Card I realized there is so much to learn and remember.  I started writing up my own 
Directors’ Book.  I needed a quick info sheet instead of going through the Laws of Bridge while standing at a 
table.  It was suggested I write up my info for the Kibitzer.  I think the Dummy Play will be an eye opener for 
even some experienced players. –KC) 

Dummy Play 

A Look at the Laws of Bridge by Karen Campbell 

 You are the Dummy. 

The Declarer leads from their hand instead of the board, placing the card on the table.  What do 
you do? 

Nothing—what, isn’t my job to prevent irregularities? 

Yes (Law 42, B, 2) 

However the irregularity has already happened once the card from the wrong side is played to 
the table. 

The Dummy may not call attention to an irregularity during play.  (Law 43, A, b)   

Defender may accept the lead or request the lead from the correct hand. 

If the Dummy sees the Declarer pull a card from their hand when they are on the board the 
dummy can tap on the table and say “on the board” before the card is played to the table. Also if 
the Declarer says “Play the” Dummy can say “In your hand” before a card is called. 

What does the Dummy do? 

After the opening lead displays the hand face up in rows and order of rank with lowest ranking 
cards towards the Declarer.  Trumps are placed to the Dummy’s right. (Law 41, D)  Cards 
should be placed in a random order except for Trumps.  For instance, it is illegal when placing 
the cards in a NT contract to always place the suit led on the Dummy’s right by partnership 
agreement.   This is considered the use of a Memory Aid which is not allowed.   (Law 40 B 2 d) 

Contrary to popular belief only the Declaring side is responsible for the Dummy, not the entire 
table. (Duplicate Decisions pg. 94) 

Once placed the Dummy should only touch the card at the Declarers call.  The cards should not 
be rearranged during play. 

Keep count of tricks won and lost and play cards at the declarer’s direction and ensure that 
dummy follows suit. (Law 42 B 1,2)  The Dummy is entitled to see all cards played by 
Defenders. 

The Dummy may not indicate to the Declarer a trick is turned incorrectly once the next trick is 
played to.  The Dummy may not advise a Defender he has a trick turned incorrectly. 
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The Dummy may ask the Declarer when they have failed to follow suit if he has a card of the 
suit led. (Law 42, B 1)  The Dummy may not ask the Defenders.   

The Dummy may not call the Director unless another player has called attention to an 
irregularity.  In other words, if one of the other players say there was a Revoke, but fail to put 
up their Paw and call “Director Please” the Dummy may call. (Law 43 A. 1a) 

But what if I notice a revoke and no one else at the table does?  Just pull the trick slightly out of 
alignment so you know which trick it was.  Once the play is complete the Dummy can say 
“there was a revoke” and call the Director. Other players should leave their cards untouched 
until the Director comes to the table. (Law 42, B, 3) 

What if a Defender plays out of turn?  Say Nothing.  The irregularity has occurred.  It is up to 
the Declarer to call attention to a lead out of turn. 

Law 43, A, c is “Dummy may not participate in the play, nor may communicate anything about 
the play to the Declarer.”  

Strictly interpreted, it means the Dummy can’t use hand signals or tell the Declarer if they are 
on the Board or Hand for every trick unless asked.  An example would be the Dummy has their 
hand on the table if the play is on the table and in their lap it the play is in the Declarer’s hand.  
When asked, the Dummy can say “on the Board” but cannot say “on the Board with the King” 
or show the last card played on the board if all four cards played to that trick have been turned.   

Dummy must wait until a card is called to play it.   

Some common terms used in calling for a card are “Play” meaning lowest card, “Ruff” lowest 
trump card, “High” play highest card.   It is better for the Declarer to call for the exact card they 
want.  If the Declarer says “Ruff”, the Dummy must play the called suit even if it appears the 
Declarer was not paying attention to a trump card played by the LHO. 

The Dummy should be the “Silent One”. 

Resources:   

Laws of Duplicate Bridge. 

ACBL Duplicate Decisions 

ACBL Club Director’s  Handbook 

 Dummy Rights, Limitations and Obligations by Bob Gruber (Bridgewebs) 

  !DUMMYS RIGHTS AND LIMITATIONS.pdf (bridgeaustralia.org)  
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My First Bridge Cruise 

By Fran Pilch 

 If you have never taken a bridge cruise, I can tell you that I highly recommend trying 
one. My first bridge cruise was with Barbara Seagram, leaving from Galveston - so an easy 
nonstop flight from Colorado Springs. Sharon and Dennis Cruse were on that cruise too! 
 
 At the time, I had around 40 points. Really new to the game. I didn’t have a partner so 
they paired me with a gentleman from Alabama named Tom. Tom had a whopping 120 points, 
and informed me in our “introductory email” that he played two over one. Now Bob Somppi, 
who was my first teacher, had not wanted to teach me two over one. I was not ready, he said. 
But I called him in desperation. “Bob, I have to learn two over one by Saturday, because my 
bridge cruise partner expects me to play it.” So Bob gave me a 2/1 lesson, and I was ready to 
go. 
 
 Barbara turned out to be a really great teacher, and surprisingly raunchy. She began 
every lesson with a joke that was often a little off color. Her most entertaining lesson, as I 
recall, was “Strip and Throw In End Plays.” 

 Tom was an interventional cardiologist and one of the sweetest guys on the face of the 
earth.  He was truly huge – as wide as he was tall, fabulously gay, and a chain smoker. Things 
were going great until day two, during the morning game. We were East/West, and sat down 
at a table with Agnes (not her real name) and her partner. Agnes was in a horrible mood. She 
yelled at her partner, she yelled at us, and she constantly screamed for the director. 
“Director,” she would screech, over the smallest non-issue. Agnes was a scowling, rude, 
disagreeable witch. 

 It was the last hand and we were anxious to leave the table. Tom had bid and made 4 
spades. Our 10 tricks were lined up neatly in front of us, in correct order. Three of us agreed. 
Agnes disagreed. “No way you made that bid. You have too many tricks,” she hissed. 
“Director,” she yelled. Agnes reached across to Tom’s line of tricks, with her fat hand and 
blue painted fingernails, and started turning over Tom’s cards. Uh oh! I could see the steam 
coming out of Tom’s ears. 

 Suddenly I saw Tom’s very large paw come down hard on Agnes’s hand as he shouted 
in his Alabama drawl, “Don’t you DARE touch my cards!” The table shook so hard that the 
bidding boxes went flying, as Agnes shrieked “Director, Director….”   Now I was 100% on 
Tom’s side, but apparently smacking your opponent is frowned upon, no matter the 
provocation. So sadly, Tom was barred from playing for the rest of the day. He went directly 
to the buffets, and I went to the spa.  

 That evening at dinner, probably ten people came by and patted him on the back and 
told him he was their hero!  I guess the moral of the story is that if you have a truly awful 
opponent, nonviolent retaliation is preferable. But secretly, I was proud of my sweet, mild 
mannered, chain smoking, teddy bear of a partner who had just plain had ENOUGH, and 
whose opponent had crossed a red line in the sand!  
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Denver Regional Stars 

 
2022 District 17 GNT Flight C 1st:  Bob Wagstaff, Mark Bishop, Sally Donaldson, Howard Donaldson 

 
D17 GNT Flight B 3rd: Wilt Cooper, Kevin 
Stansbury, Sam Taylor, Conrad Waggener 

New Life Masters:  Deb Kirkendall, Joy Brown, 
Murlene Williams 

D17 GNT Flight B 4th: Roger Williams, Murlene 
Williams, Jodi Wyss, Jim Wyss 

 

The Kibitzer is published 4 to 6 times a year by the 
Colorado Springs Bridge Center, Unit 360 of the 
American Contract Bridge League.   Our unit is 
dedicated to the enjoyment and promotion of the 
game of duplicate bridge in the Pikes Peak and 
Southeastern Colorado region.  News contributions 
and comments can be emailed to the editor Kay 
Brock at kay.brock@yahoo.com  
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70% Games 

Harold Franson, Kay Brock, 
Sat 3/12/22 70.83% 

  
Jodi Wyss, Jim Wyss, Tues 
am 3/15/22 84.38% 

 

Kay Brock, Kathy Nims, Fri 
299 3/25/22 72.69% 

Brett Hulet,  Mike Hellman, 
Sat 4/2/22 77.61% 

 

Jim Black, Bob Harward, Mon 
5/2/22 71.83% 

 

Laura Arnett, Howard Jones, 
Fri 299 5/6/22 74.09% 

Jodi Wyss, Jim Wyss, Tues 
am 5/17/22 75.00% 

 

Jodi Wyss, Jim Wyss, Tues 
am 5/31/22 70.83% 

 

 

New Life Masters 

Joy Brown 

Debra Kirkendall 

Murlene Williams 
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BRIDGE IN A DAY 

An award-winning program developed by Patty Tucker  

Taught by 

Ann Parker, ACBL Certified Instructor 

Bridge in A Day (BIAD) materials will be utilized. 

Saturday, June 18 

9:00 -3:00 (approximately) 

Bring your own lunch, dessert will be provided. 

Class will be held at the Bridge Center: 

901 N. 17th Street. 

$25 a student (includes a $10 workbook) 

There will be follow-on classes available. 

Please make reservations ahead of time so the books can be ordered. 

Contact Ann at 719-660-7165 or neko7270@aol.com to get started on this great 
adventure (proof of covid vaccination required). 

Whether you are a beginner or returning to bridge, this is the perfect place to 
start.  Come with a friend or find an interesting new partner.   See why bridge is 

the world’s most popular card game. 


